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Problem: 
How do I determine the BIOS version of my VersaLogic board? How do I update the BIOS? 
  
Background: 
From time to time, improvements are made to the Basic Input Output System (BIOS) of 
VersaLogic products. It is recommended that you check the BIOS version of your board when 
you first install it, and determine if a newer BIOS is available. You can update the BIOS to a 
later or preferred version at any time. 
  
Solution: 
To determine the BIOS version of your VersaLogic board: 
  

1. Enter CMOS Setup by pressing Delete during the early boot cycle. 
2. Write down the BIOS version listed at the top of screen. 
3. Exit CMOS Setup. 

  
To update the BIOS of your VersaLogic board to the latest or a preferred version: 
  
Note: Updating the BIOS installs the CMOS factory default settings. After you update the BIOS, 
you will have to enter CMOS Setup and change the CMOS configuration as necessary 
  

1. Determine the version of your current BIOS (described above). 
2. Open the private support page for your product. Each VersaLogic board has a private 

support page, which is listed in the reference manual and on the reference material 
sheet that came with the board. Below are links to a number of private support pages: 

  

EBX-12 (Cobra)  EPM-CPU-3 (Bobcat)  VL-686-2  

EPIC-2 (Gecko) EPM-CPU-6 and -7 (Panther)  VSBC-6  

EPM-4 (Lynx)  EPM-CPU-10 (Jaguar)  VSBC-8  

  
3. Scroll to the BIOS Reference and Downloads table (for the Panther, click the BIOS 

Information link), and determine the version of the BIOS to which you want to upgrade. 
4. Download the BIOS version you want. Links to available BIOS versions appear on the 

private support page (or BIOS Information page for the Panther). The BIOS you 
download is in the form of a BIN file. 

5. Click the link to the BIOS Utilities and Instructions link. (If you have a Panther, you are 
already on the BIOS Information page.) This page provides general BIOS information 
and instructions for updating a BIOS. 

6. Download the Flash BIOS Utility (FBU.EXE), or FBU. This is the utility that installs the 
BIOS into the flash chip on the VersaLogic board. Each product uses a specific version 
of FBU, so it is important to download the version for your board. 
 
Note: FBU must be run from a DOS-bootable device. This could be a floppy drive, CD-
ROM, CompactFlash, or other device. Configuring a DOS-bootable device is beyond the 
scope of this article. However, if you need help configuring a DOS-bootable device, 
there are many good resources on the internet that provide boot disk images and 
creation utilities. Using a floppy drive is the recommended method. 

7. Copy FBU.EXE and the BIOS file to a DOS-bootable device. 

http://www.versalogic.com/private/cobrasupport.asp
http://www.versalogic.com/private/bobcatsupport.asp
http://www.versalogic.com/private/686-2support.asp
http://www.versalogic.com/private/geckosupport.asp
http://www.versalogic.com/private/bobcatsupport.asp
http://www.versalogic.com/private/vsbc6support.asp
http://www.versalogic.com/private/lynxsupport.asp
http://www.versalogic.com/private/jaguarsupport.asp
http://www.versalogic.com/private/vsbc8support.asp
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8. Use CMOS Setup to configure the DOS-bootable device to be the first boot device. 
9. Boot the system from the DOS-bootable device and run FBU. Follow the directions for 

updating the BIOS. 
10. After the BIOS is installed, exit FBU and reboot. 
11. Enter CMOS Setup by pressing Delete during the early boot cycle. 
12. Configure CMOS as necessary and reboot. 

  
Related Articles: 
 VT1130 - Flash BIOS Utility Program (FBU.EXE). 
  
### 
  
 

http://www.versalogic.com/kb/KB.asp?KBID=1130

